Logging data to text file.
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Question

How do | log data to a live file as it is being collected?

Solution

You can use PingPlotter"s alert system to log live data (as it is being collected) to a text file.

This technique requires setting up an alert with an event to "Log to File" with specific parameters, which can
be used on any desired targets to live-log collected data to text.

Step 1: Set Conditions

Targets: te0-0-2-1.rcr12.boi01.atlas.cogentco.com
(38.122.5.5)

Your alert consist of two parts. The first part is the

condition. The condition determines what information
will be measured and what values will trigger your alert.

Measuring:

Latency and Packet Loss Over a Sample Count

Examine the last 10 responses.
Alert when 1 or more responses.

Measure over -1 milliseconds. *

* | ost packets are treated as packets exceeding your
measurement threshold.

From the Alerts tab, select &€celLog to File.&€s When setting conditions, use the following parameters:
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» Measure Latency and Packet Loss Over a Sample Count
Examine the last 10 responses

Alert when 1 or more responses

* Measure over -1 milliseconds

Since we"ve set a negative response time, the alert will always trigger for each sample.

You can also create a variable filename to help keep your text logs organized.

Step 2: Add Action

Targets: te0-0-2-1.rcrl12.boi01.atlas.cogentco.com

(38.122.5.5)

Log to File

This action stores a snapshot of the response values
for each of the hops to your target into a text file log.

Notify when:

When alert conditions start

Entry Template: W See Variable List

{{#if RouteChanged}}
{{#each Route}}
{{Hop}} {{IPAddress}} {{Hostname}}{/each}}

{/iIf}H{Now}}, {{#each HopLatencies}H{this}},
{{/each}}

Filename:

c:\ping data\$host\$host $year-$month-$day.log

Browse File Test Call

For example, we can set the filename to &€cec:\ping data\$host\$host $year-$month-$day.log.a€+ This will
put each host's data in its own directory and will put each day's worth of data into its own log file.

Next, you will name your alert (something like &€ceLog all to texta€s). Once complete, your new alert will be
added to your Alert Library.
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Check out this Knowledge Base entry to learn how to use alerts in your Alert Library.
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